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UIC Study Shows High Unemployment Among Black,
Hispanic Youth In Chicago
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The message was hard to ignore. Mayor Emanuel called the stats, “a
flashing red light that we have a lot of work ahead of us to make sure
every Chicagoan can participate fully in the future that awaits the
city of Chicago.”
Lawmakers on hand talked about the need to push corporations to offer more jobs to black and brown youth and to provide more funding
for job training programs that prepare men like Emanuel Dameron
for a full time job.
“I’ll be a hard worker. I’ll be a team player,” he said. “I don’t wanna
go back to jail.”

Press above to see video of the CBS News coverage from January
25, 2016
(CBS) –A new study by the University of Illinois Chicago revealed
some bleak employment numbers for African American and Hispanic
youths.
The study from UIC’s Great Cities Institute found that 47 percent of
20-24 year old African American men in Chicago were out of school
and out of work in 2014. Across the state, the number was 44 percent, much higher than the national average of 32 percent of young
black men.
The numbers are startling when it comes to teen unemployment for
black teens at 88-percent. The stats are nor encouraging for Hispanics either, at 85 percent unemployed.
CBS 2’s Dorothy Tucker reports, this is more than a money issue.
David Elam was willing admit he was once part of a street gang in
order to help politicians, educators, social service workers better
understand the impact when nearly nine out of 10 black and Hispanic
teens in Chicago are unemployed.
“I didn’t have a job,” Elam said. “Selling drugs was the only option
that I thought I had to provide to my child at the time.”
Speaker after speaker expressed similar stories of turning to the
streets or like Malik Milon, told tales of frustration
“Everywhere I can I fill out an application, for about 90 percent of
them I get no response, not an email, not a reply,” Milon said. “It
kills my confidence.”

Press above to hear WBBM Newsradio coverage and interview with
U.S. Senator Dick Durbin
U.S. Senator Dick Durbin says he’s stunned by the report. He these
young people don’t have the same opportunities to find entry level
jobs or summer jobs that people like him had growing up.
“It really argues for us to invest in job creation at the bases to make
sure that young people have, for example, summer job experiences,”
he said.
Durbin was at the Ogilvie Metra Station where he was urging people
and companies to take advantage of new tax benefits for commuters.
According to the study, Chicago’s jobless figures for black and
brown teens is the worst in the nation.
Alternative Schools Network, which commissioned the study, along
with the Chicago Urban League is pushing for a state task force to
addressproblems.

